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ANNCR : 

IN INDIA, RECENT EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH AN AGE OLD PHENOMENON -~ 
CASTE -- HAS PRODUCED AN ANGRY BACKLASH OF VIOLENCE AND INTER-CASTE 
RIVALRIES, A DEVELOPMENT THAT HAS CAUSED MANY REFORMERS AND 
OFFICIALS TO TAKE A SECOND LOOK AT RELIEF PROGRAMS FOR THE 
DOWNTRODDEN. VOA CORRESPONDENT FRED BROWN HAS THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT. 

VOICE: 

THE IMMEDIATE FOCUS OF DISCONTENT IS THE ATTEMPT OF ONE 
STATE GOVERNMENT IN BIHAR TO GIVE JOB PREFERENCE TO LOW CASTE 
HINDUS TO MAKE UP FOR GENERATIONS OF DISCRIMINATION, THE STATE 
CHIEF MINISTER, A LOW CASTE HINDU NAMED KARPOOI THAKUR, TOUCHED 
OFF A TURMOIL LAST MONTH BY PROPOSING LEGISLATIONS SIMILAR TO 
CORRECTIVE PROGRAMS TO AID MINORITY GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

THE BILL WOULD SPECIFY TWENTY-SIX PERCENT OF THE STATE'S 
CIVIL SERVICE JOBS FOR MEMBERS OF THE SO-CALLED BACKWARD CASTES -- 
A LARGE GROUP THAT IS UP THE SOCIAL LADDER FROM THE UNTOUCHABLES, 
SINCE TWENTY-FOUR PERCENT OF THE JOBS ARE ALREADY RESERVED FOR 
THE UNTOUCHABLES UNDER AN EARLIER NATIONAL PROGRAM, ONLY HALF OF 
THE JOBS WOULD BE LEFT FOR THE UPPER=CASTES -- INDIA'S TRADITIONAL 
RULING CLASS. AND THEIR REACTION HAS BEEN ANGRY AND INCREASINGLY 
VIOLENT. THE GROUP MOST THREATENED BY THE JOB RESERVATION PLAN 
ARE THE STUDENTS -- MANY OF THEM UPPER CASTE BRAHMANS -= AND 
THEY HAVE BEEN IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE AGITATION, 

BIHAR IS ONE OF INDIA'S POOR STATES, AND THE COMPETITION 


FOR EMPLOYMENT THERE IS INTENSE. OPPONENTS OF THE LEGISLATION 
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CLAIM THAT INSTEAD OF ATTACKING THE CASTE SYSTEM, THE vOB 
PREFERENCE SYSTEM WOULD PERPETUATE IT. THEY ALSO CLAIM THAT THE 
LAW WOULD BENEFIT CASTE MEMBERS WHO ARE ALREADY ADVANCED AND LEAVE 
THE REST NO BETTER OFF, OVER THE YEARS, THEY POINTED OUT, SOME 
BACKWARD CASTES HAVE PROSPERED THROUGH LAND OWNERSHIP AND NOW ARE 
BETTER OFF THAN THEIR HIGHER CASTE NEIGHBORS. 

THOSE WHO ADOPT THIS LINE OF ARGUMENT CONTEND THAT JOB 
PREFERENCE, IF IT IS TO BE APPLIED, SHOULD BE BASED ON ECONOMIC 
STATUS RATHER THAN CASTE MEMBERSHIP, PROPONENTS OF THE NEW LAW, 
HOWEVER, ARGUE THAT CASTE IS THE MAIN PROBLEM AND THAT THE ONLY 
WAY TO END EXPLOITATION BASED ON CASTES IS TO PROVIDE MORE 
JOBS FOR THE LOWER CASTES, THEY CONTEND THAT THE COUNTRY'S 
UPPER CASTE MINORITY HAS HAD AN UNFAIR ADVANTAGE BECAUSE ITS 
MEMBERS HAVE BEEN BETTER EDUCATED AND BECAUSE THEY HAVE FOLLOWED 
THE PRACTICE OF HELPING ONE ANOTHER GET JOBS. 

WHILE THE ARGUMENT RAGES ON, THE SITUATION IN BIHAR CONTINUES 
TO DETERIORATE. THERE HAD BEEN VIOLENT CLASHES RECENTLY BETWEEN 
THE CASTES AND BETWEEN STUDENTS AND POLICE, RAIL AND ROAD TRAFFIC 
HAS BEEN INTERRUPTED; GOVERNMENT PROPERTY DESTROYED; BUSES AND 
HOMES SET AFIRE; ALL UNIVERSITIES ARE NOW CLOSED; THE STATE 
ASSEMBLIES SUSPENDED; AND DISTRICT GOVERNMENT OFFICES ARE BARELY 
IN OPERATION. NATIONAL LEADERS HAVE WARNED THAT THE SITUATION 
IN BIHAR COULD ESCALATE AND SPREAD TO OTHER STATES IF IT IS NOT 
QUICKLY BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL. 

THE JANATA GOVERNMENT IN NEW DELHI RESTS ITS HOPES ON A HIGH- 
LEVEL COMMISSION HEADED BY LAW MINISTER SHANTI BHUSHAN, WHICH HAS 


BEEN APPOINTED TO SEEK A SOLUTION, THE COMMISSION IS EXPECTED TO 
RECOMMEND SOME MODIFICATION OF THE JOB RESERVATION PLAN, BUT IT 
MUST MOVE CAUTIOUSLY FOR FEAR OF BEING ACCUSED OF SIDING wITH 


THE HAVE'S AGAINST THE HAVE~NOTS. 
JS/RTD 


